
some people’s lives are full of drama. they pass through the world 
like a shooting star, leaving a trail of light behind them. 

one such person – a pioneer in very different felds and a free spirit – was 

hedy lamarr. 

hi! i’m hedy, 
hedy lamarr... 

guess what 
i do! 

i’m a movie star... 
and not just any 
old movie star! 

i’m famous (among other 
things) for having been 

“the most beautiful woman 
in the history of the movies”. 

you think that’s a big deal? 
well, i’ve done much more

interesting things than that... 
but let’s start at the beginning! 

my real name was hedwig eva maria kiesler and i was born in vienna on the 9TH of november 1914. 
more than 100 years ago! do you know what’s celebrated on that date? it’s international inventor’s day 

and the date was chosen in my honour... and not because i was beautiful or an actress! 

ever since i was little 
i had two great passions: 

engineering and the movies. 

engineering! 

movies! 

movies! 
engineering! 



when i was 15, i went to germany and became 
a movie actress, but my parents weren’t so keen. 
i met an older man, friedrich mandl, a rich arms 
manufacturer who was always sending me gifts 

and fowers... and i married him. 

i think 
i’m making 

a big 

mistake... 

i had to accompany him whenever he socialized 
with his business partners... they were always 
going on about how diffcult it was to guide 
a torpedo without the enemy intercepting it. blah, 

blah blah,
blah 

blah, 
blah 

i listened, smiled 
and asked them 
questions. i was 

really interested 
- but not because

i was into war. 
it was the 

engineering that 
fascinated me... 

...so i learned all sorts of things. 
i lived a life of luxury but my husband 

wanted to keep me all to himself, 
and i’m my own boss! so one day 

i grabbed a load of jewels... 

...and i climbed out of the bathroom window! 
i went from vienna to paris by car, 

then from paris to london. 
there i caught a boat to... the united states! 



on the boat to the states, i met a 
fellow passenger: a certain mr mayer, 

owner of metro goldwyn mayer. 

he hired me as an 
actress, opening the 
doors of hollywood 
for me. i went on to 

star in lots of flms... 

...good and bad... maybe your 
grandparents remember samson 
and delilah.  it was quite a hit! 

when i wasn’t shooting, 
i liked to invent things, but they 

asked me to keep it secret... 
back then, people didn’t think 

women should dedicate 
themselves to engineering... 

...they said it was 
“men’s business”. 

have you ever heard 
anything so ridiculous? 

then the usa entered the 
second world war, and i 

wanted to help the country 
that had taken me in. 

you’ll probably remember that my husband’s 
partners used to talk about how diffcult 

it was to guide torpedoes without the 
enemy intercepting them. 

torpedoes are guided using radio waves 
that travel at a given frequency. 

and if the enemy fnds the frequency we use 
to guide the torpedo, then it’s game over! hah!

gotcha! 



i thought of a way of dealing with that and a friend, george 
antheil, a composer, helped me to work out the details. 

the idea was that both the 
torpedo and the “remote 

control” directing it would 
regularly change frequency 

at the same time. 

imagine you want to talk to a friend and you don’t want 
anyone else to understand what you’re saying. 

if someone listens to you and you are speaking english... 

maybe it’s easier to 
explain with an example. 

we proposed it to the us government 
but they didn’t show much interest. 
back then it was a bit complicated 

to actually make. 

it would be 
another 20 

years before 
somebody 

took my idea 
and started 
to use it... 

...and it 
would be a 

loooong time 
before people
 recognized 
that my idea 

was truly 
revolutionary. 

...they’ll understand you. 
but if you agree to speak 

spanish for 5 seconds, 
then french for 6 seconds, 
then russian for 3 seconds... 
the eavesdropper won’t be 

able to tune in to all those 
different languages. 

george and me invented a 
system like that and it’s called: 

frequency-hopping spread spectrum. 

because mobile phones, 
wif, bluetooth and 

lots of other things 
are based on the idea 
that me and my friend 
george came up with. 

that’s why 
they call me 

the 
grandmother 

of wif... 
but have you 

ever seen 
such a 

glamorous 
granny? 


